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Introduction 

We hope you enjoy these stories in Kayah.  The stories are about 
helping others. Each story has been edited and an English 
translation has been added.  Students can practice reading and also 
learn English.  Teachers can use the questions in the stories to 
challenge their students to analyze the story's meaning.   
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Who Will Help Me?
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One day, a chicken was looking for food to eat and 
she saw a corn husk.
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She went and asked the pig, "Could you help me by 
planting these corn seeds?" The pig answered, "No, I 
cannot plant it."�
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So, she went and planted it herself.
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After some time, the corn sprouted.  When the corn 
was ripe, she went and asked the dog, "Could you 
help me to harvest the corn? The dog answered, "No, 
I cannot help you to harvest.
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So she went and harvested the corn herself.
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Then she went and asked a mouse, "Can you help me 
carry my corn from the field?" The mouse answered, 
"Umn.. I'm not available,  I hope you can find 
someone else."�
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She went looking for someone but no one came to 
help so she carried the corn back herself.
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Then she asked a cat, "Could you help me boil my 
corn in a clay pot?"  The cat answered,  "Right now, I 
have so much work, I probably can't help you."�
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So she boiled the corn herself.�
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When she finished cooking, all the animals came.  
The hen said to them, "Who will help me to eat?" 
The pig, the dog, the mouse and cat all said together, 
"We'll eat, we'll eat."  
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"No, I am not going to allow you to eat because none 
of you helped me.  My chicks and I will eat the corn 
ourselves." 
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Reflection Questions: 

�
%��
��������
������
��
�!������$���������
����


���������������������������������������������	�
��"����
�����"���	�'  
1. Why do you think the animals didn't want to help 
the chicken? 
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2. Do people in your village come together and help 
each other?  What do they do? 
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3.  If the animals in this story had helped the chicken, 
what would have been their reward/benefit?  What 
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are the benefits of helping each other in your home 
or village? 
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Wise Sayings: 
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People who are lazy to plow when it's plowing 
season will not have any fruits (food) at harvest time. 
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People who are lazy hold food in their hand but they 
don't even lift their hand to their mouth. 
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Are you my Mother? 
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Long ago, there was a striped kitten, a black kitten 
and a white kitten. They live together with their 
mother.  “Don’t go far,” their mother said to them. 
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One day, the striped kittens chased a butterfly and 
ended up under a bush.  
�
�

�
�



�	�
�

�

�
�
���������������*
�����������
���	������
+

������

�����,���#�"�������$��

���
���

����
 

He didn’t know his way back so, “meow, meow,” he 
cried.. 
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He cried and cried as he went along. Then a parrot 
asked him, “Why are you crying?”  “Are you my 
mother?” the kitten asked.  The parrot said, “No, I’m 
not” and with that, he flew off. 
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Then a crane asked him, “Why are you crying?” The 
kitten asked in reply, “Are you my mother?”  The 
crane replied, “No, I’m not” and then off he ran. 
�
�



���
�

�
 
����������
��
�����#�"������
��
�����
#�"��*
����
����������������������
�"���
��$��������� �������������"��������
��������
�!�
+
�����#�"�����������',�������������������������

���������"����
�
����������
�������

���
�!�
+
���������&����"�������',�$��

������������


�������"����������������
�!�+����	�,��������
����
��
���*
����
�����������������
 

Continuing to walk along crying, a kangaroo asked 
him “Why are you crying?”  The kitten asked in the 
same way as before, “Are you my mother?” The 
monkey replied “No, I’m not” and with that, he 
leaped away. 
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He continued to go along crying and arrived at a 
stream and an alligator asked him, “Why are you 
crying?”  The kitten asked in reply, “Are you my 
mother?” The alligator replied, “No, I am not” and 
then went to sleep. 
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Continuing to walk and cry, a pig asked him, “Why 
are you crying?” The kitten replied, “Are you my 
mother?” “No, I am not” the pig replied and off he 
went.�
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He went along crying and a hen asked him, “Why are 
you crying?”  The kitten asked the hen, “Are you my 
mother?” The hen replied, “No, I am not” and off she 
went.�
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He went along crying again and a dog asked him, 
“Why are you crying?” The kitten asked the dog, 
“Are you my mother?” The dog replied, “No, I am 
not” and he ran off.
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He continued on crying and a big cat asked him, 
“Why are you crying?”  And the kitten asked, “Are 
you my mother?” Then the cat  replied,  “Yes, I am 
your mother. Where have you been?” Having said 
this, the kitten replied to his mother,  “I’ve been 
looking for you.”  
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Then the kitten was so very happy to be back with 
his mother. 
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1. How did the kitten get lost? 
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2. How did the kitten finally find his mother?  What 
did he do? 
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3. Did the animals help the kitten? 
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Those who close their ears to the cries of the poor, 
will themselves be ignored when they experience 
difficulties. 
 
 
 
 


