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Listen and Obey 
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Introduction 

We hope you enjoy these stories in Kayah.  The stories are about 
our elder's teaching and about obedience. Each story has been 
edited and an English translation has been added.  Students can 
practice reading and also learn English.  Teachers can use the 
questions in the stories to challenge their students to analyze the 
story's meaning.   
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Our Elder's Teaching 
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Wear a hat when you go  

walking in the heat.  
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If you don’t wear a hat,  

you might get a headache.�
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Use an umbrella when you 

go walking in the rain.�
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If you don’t use an umbrella 

you will get all wet.�
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You should dress warmly 

when it’s cold outside.�
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If you don’t wear a jacket, 

you might get sick.�  
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If you don’t listen to your 
mother, you’ll end up 

hurting.�  
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If you don’t listen to your 
father, life will be difficult.�
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Children help  
their parents to learn. 
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The servant should help  
his master to learn.  
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If you can’t eat,   
learn from other’s examples. 

(This is a parable that means you can learn or do anything  
by learning from other’s examples) 
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Those who don’t can’t work  
must look far into the 

distance. 
 

(This parable has a simiar meaning; you can learn or do anything  
by learning from other’s examples) 
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The straight tree stands, 

The heavy rock sits. 
 

(This is a parable that can have many applications: i.e.  
If you are faithful in what you do, it will be of benefit to others 

If you put a good person among liars, he will not become a liar, etc.) 
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1. Our parents and elders have many teaching and 
proverbs.  Should we pay attention to these wise 
sayings?  How will they benefit us?  
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2.  If we don't listen to our parents, why will life be 
difficult? 
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Don't speak against your elder, don't shoot the 
woodpecker. (woodpecker's protect the trees by 
eating the worms/bugs that destroy) 
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The Monkey Who 
Obeyed 
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Long ago, there was a girl named MawThoMar.  She 
had a monkey and she fed him bananas all the time.
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Maw ThoMar's mother cooked fried bananas for her 
so that she could take them to school to eat. �
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When Maw ThoMar went to school, her monkey also 
followed her.
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At noon, everyone sat and had a snack together and 
Maw ThoMar sat down and ate her fried bananas 
with her friends. Her monkey also sat there beside 
her.
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At that time, a boy came along carrying a bunch of 
bananas.  The monkey saw the bananas and ran to 
where the boy was.
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The monkey stole his bananas and ran back and sat 
down.�
� �



24 
 

�����
(���$����������
�����
���������������	��
���
��
�������������
��
���
�"��������" ����
�
��	��
�����"�	
���
����	�����
��
���������	��
�

����������
�������

��
���	
���������
���	�
�
�����"������#�+��������#��
��������������
����
���	�����
#��
�
��
�
���
��
���
�"��	������
,�������" ����
�"���-�
�
The boy knew that the monkey had come and stolen 
his bananas  so he was angry with the monkey.  He 
went straight to his owner Maw ThoMar and said, 
"ThoMar, teach your money! He came and stole all 
my bananas!"
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Maw ThoMar called her monkey and scolded him.  
He was very smart.  From the time his owner 
instructed him, he obeyed. The monkey no longer 
stole anyone's things. 
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Reflection Questions: 
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1. What did the monkey do that was wrong? 
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2. When his owner corrected him, did he listen? 
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3. Who should we listen to and obey? 
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