Greed, Lying, and Pride
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Introduction
We hope you enjoy these stories in Kayah. Eacty $tas been
edited and an English translation has been add&ddents can
practice reading and also learn English. Teackars use the

questions in the stories to challenge their stiglémtanalyze the
story's meaning.
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Greediness
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One upon a time, there was a greedy king. He was
very wealthy and though he had enough, he was still
not content.
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One day, he and his soldiers went out to fight lagot
country again.
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When they stopped to rest and sleep, there was a
group of monkeys in the trees who came down and
ate the food that the soldiers dropped on the groun
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At that time, the king woke up and saw the monkeys
coming down and eating the food that had been
dropped and he secretly watched them
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There was one particular monkey who was greedy.
In order to get a lot of food, he would grab thedo
with both paws and climb back up into the treet, Bu
as he climbed up into the tree, the food woulddatl
of his hands back down to the ground.
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When he climbed back up onto the tree, he had
nothing left in his hands.
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The king watched
the greedy
monkey and
thought about
himself. The
monkey was
greedy and
grabbed too
much food but in
the end he lost it
all. The king
learned a lesson
from that
monkey.
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As a result, he said to his soldier, "We're goiagh
home. We're no longer going to fight the other
country." With that, they returned back to theamo
country.
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Reflection Questions:
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1. Why do you think the king was not content with
what he had?
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2. What lesson did he learn from the monkey?



Wise Saying
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Please stay away from loving money. Everyone, be
content with what you have...
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The Payment for Lying
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Long ago, there was a rabbit. He was sitting timigpk
and said, “How can | get that white buffalo and the
black buffalo to fight each other?”
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The rabbit first went to the black buffalo and lied
him, saying, “The white buffalo said that you often
come and eat his food.”
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He went to the white buffalo and lied to him in the
same way, “The black buffalo said you often come
and eat his food.”



Soon the white buffalo and the black buffalo hated
each other and were fighting each other.
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The rabbit jumped back and forth on the top of the
two buffalo’s horns and said, “White buffalo, keep
fighting!” And it went to the black buffalo and sai
“Black buffalo, keep fighting!”
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After a long time, the rabbit jumped and landedhtrig
on the buffalo’s horns and died. The two buffalos
also got tired and also died there.
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Reflection Questions:
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1. How did the rabbit stir up the two buffalos to
fight?
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2. Why do you think the rabbit did that?
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3. There is a proverb that says: "A bad persoas stir
people up to fight each other, and the gossiper

seperates good friends." What effect does gossiping
have on people?
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4. What advice would you give to the two buffalos?



Wise Saying
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You must be careful of those people who come in
and cause division.
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Who Is Greater?
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Once upon a time, there was a lion. One day he was
going to take a drink at a pond.
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There at the pond, there was a frog sitting ofya li
pad.
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The frog yelled to the lion, "Hey lion, why are you
entering my territory? Don't you have any respect

for me?"
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The lion was angry with the frog and said, "Don’t
you know that | am the king of lions? There's ne o
greater than me. You are a small thing and yet how
IS It that you scold me? You should not be doing
that."
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The frog replied, "Well, as for me, | am the kinfg o
frogs. | rule this pond so you must not come here
my pond."
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Then the lion was furious and roared at the frag. A
that, 'kerplunk,' the frog jumped and disappeared
under the surface of the water.



Whenever the lion stopped roaring, the frog would
jump back onto the lily pad again.
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If the lion saw the frog come back onto the lihdpa
he would roar again. Then "di", the frog would jum
off the lily pad and disappear again into the water
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If the lion stopped roaring, the frog jumped back
onto the lily pad. This happened over and over
again. Seeing this, the lion became furious and

roared even stronger.



In the end, the lion roared so much that his throat
gave out and he died.
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Reflection Questions:
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1. What did the frog do to make the lion angry?
Why was the lion angry with the frog?
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2. There is a proverb that says, "Pride causes
fighting,..." Which animal was prideful in this st&y
How do you think that pride causes people to fight
with each other?
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3. When someone makes us angry, what should we

do? If you were the lion, what could you have
done?



Wise Sayings

#

A patient person understands deep things, but a
person that quickly gets angry, shows his actibas t
are wrong and careless (foolish).

Don't praise yourself— if people are going to pgais
you, let them be the ones to do it.

...all people should listen carefully, they should
think about what they are going to say and they
should not get angry quickly...



